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Dear colleagues,

Munich is one of the leading sites with regard to clinical application of hadrons and
related research (FRM II, Rinecker Proton Center, Excellence Cluster "MAP"). The
radiation therapy departments at the University of Essen and the Technical University
of Munich (TUM) have a long standing tradition of applying neutrons in the treatment
of cancer patients. This form of radiation therapy has taken a back seat to current
formidable developments with protons and ions. Nevertheless, they can be used to
treat certain tumors in certain stages of disease with good prospect for success. For
this reason, neutrons are still being used at the TUM’s new research reactor (FRM 1)
to primarily treat patients with recurrent tumors (breast cancer and ENT tumors) and
also patients with salivary gland tumors, pancoast tumors of the lung and malignant
melanomas. Moreover, the interesting field of Boron Neutron Capture Therapy
(BNCT) still offers worthwhile perspectives for scientific investigation.

Radiation treatment with protons and ions is becoming more and more important. In
the next 10 years, clinical research needs to evaluate the patient benefit and the
future role of these expensive treatment methods, which rival high precision photon
therapy techniques. It is already evident now that protons are especially useful for
radiation treatment of children's cancer.

In addition to current and upcoming clinical studies with hadrons, the Excellence
Cluster “Munich Center of Advanced Photonics (MAP)” of the Ludwig Maximilian
University and the Technical University of Munich has received a grant from the DFG
(Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft). The long-term objective of "MAP" is to
establish technologies suitable for developing less expensive facilities for treatment
with protons and ions. These perspectives are based on modern laser physics and
laser technology.

The organizers very much appreciate the financial support given by the sponsors,
who made this meeting possible.

We cordially invite you to come to Munich in early summer, where we will discuss
various aspects of these new developments.

M. Molls W. Sauerwein
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Organization
Essen: G. Franz, Prof. Dr. W. Sauerwein, Dr. A. Wittig
Munich: N. Methfessel, Prof. Dr. M. Molls, Dr. R. Thamm
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Ismaninger Str. 22
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The symposium will be accredited with 16 CME points
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